
BIO: PAUL HOLZEN 
 
 

Paul Holzen completed a 30-year career in the Parkway School District as the Band Director and Fine Arts Department 

Chair at Parkway Central Middle School. While the bands consistently earned Superior ratings at local and national 

festivals, and appeared at the MMEA Conference in 2012, Holzen’s emphasis was on development of artistry, leadership 

skills and inclusivity for all students, regardless of ability. He started the first United Sound chapter in Missouri, a national 

band program that pairs physically/developmentally disabled students with peer student mentors. Additionally, he 

maintained a regular schedule of clinics with his band students featuring nationally known musicians, composers, and 

conductors. 

 

Active as a performer, adjudicator, clinician, and musical arranger, Holzen has a passion for training and mentoring new 

and prospective music educators, and providing band opportunities for special needs students. Mr. Holzen attended the 

UMKC Conservatory and UMSL, and completed his MA in Music at Webster University. A member of the 566th Air Force 

Band (ILANG), he holds the rank of Senior Master Sergeant. Holzen serves as the Senior Enlisted Manager of the unit, 

NCOIC/Musical Director and tenor saxophonist in the jazz band, flute/saxophonist in the concert band, and 

guitarist/vocalist with the unit’s rock band. He has performed with Air Force bands on 5 continents, including tours of duty 

in Germany, Iraq, Kuwait, Djibouti, and Chile. He performed at the White House for Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden in 

2012. 

 

A GRAMMY Music Educator Top 25 National Semifinalist in 2019, Holzen was awarded the Pillar of Parkway in 2020, and 

was the Parkway Central Middle 2019 Teacher of the Year. He received the 2020 Outstanding Music Educator award and 

2011 Award of Merit from the St. Louis Suburban Music Educators Association, and the Webster University Notable 

Alumni award in 2012. Military awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, and the Air 

Force Achievement Medal. He is a member of NAfME, MBA, NGAUS, American Legion, and Phi Beta Mu. Mr. Holzen and 

his wife Laura have four grown children, and reside in Dardenne Prairie, MO and enjoy cycling, hiking, camping, and 

family travel. 


