
Books That Inspire Students – A List Prepared by Mark Lawley 
 
 
 

Albom, Mitch.  Tuesdays with Morrie.  New York:  Doubleday, 1997. 
This is a story of a teacher and a student sharing the important things in life.  The book on CD contains a rare and 
wonderful recording of Morrie being interviewed.  This one is on my top 10 list. 
 
Angelou, Maya.  Celebrations.  New York:  Random House, 2006. 
Every teacher needs to consider the writings of Angelou to aid in slinging words together in a way that leaves lasting 
implications. Angelou’s prose will likely evoke a refined approach in describing musical qualities in rehearsal. 
 
Baker, Daniel B.  Power Quotes.  Canton, Michigan:  Visible Ink Press, 1992. 
This book is a great library addition; it is a useful collection of quotes organized by subject.   
 
Blocker, Robert.  The Robert Shaw Reader.  New Haven:  Yale University Press,   2004. 
The comprehensive book on the life, conducting, rehearsing, and philosophy of Robert Shaw is a necessary read for 
every serious choral conductor.  It contains rehearsal notes as well as sometimes brutal and other times warm 
communication between Shaw and his chorus. 
 
Boonshaft, Peter Loel.  Teaching Music with Passion.  Galesville, Maryland: Meredith Music Publications, 2002. 
This widely celebrated book is loaded with inspiration, stories, personal experiences and philosophy that will influence 
teachers for the good. 
 
Buber, Martin.  I and Thou.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 1970. 
Considered a classic read, this book is a worthy read for anyone developing a philosophical outlook. 
 
Cameron, Julia.  The Artist’s Way.  New York:  Tarcher Putnam, 1992, 2002. 
Cameron’s sometimes sensible sometimes provocative way of keeping the inner artist alive and speaking may move 
artists to deepening work. 
 
Carlson, Richard.  Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff.  New York:  Hyperion, 1997. 
This is a great focused read on how to keep little issues in their proper perspective. 
 
Chan, Francis. Crazy Love.  Colorado Springs:  David C. Cook, 2008. 
Challenges Christ followers to leave behind mediocre Christianity and fall passionately in love with Christ. 
 
Chole, Alicia Britt.  Anonymous.  Franklin, Tennesee:  Integrity Publishers, 2006. 
Chole’s beautiful prose helps the reader understand the importance of preparing and investing time well instead of 
pushing for success and recognition. 
 
Ehly, Eph.  Hogey’s Journey.  Dayton:  Heritage Music Press, 2006. 
This is a must read for every conductor who wants to move beyond notes to inspiration.  Ehly shares his reflections on life 
and music through this story.  Eph is revered by many who hope for a second book to pass along his unique and 
inspirational way of loving and living. 
 
Fishman, Roger.  What I Know, uncommon wisdom and universal truths from 10 year olds and 100 year 
olds.  New York:  Random House, 2009. 
A charming and thought provoking book that juxtaposes the outlook on life of these two distinct groups of wise people: 10 
year olds and 100 year olds.  A sample: “It’s not the size of the brain that really matters.  It’s the size of the heart that 
counts.” austin b., Lexington, KY 
 
Green, Barry.  The Mastery of Music.  New York:  Broadway Books, 2003. 
A philosophical look into what it takes for musicians to go from good to great. 
 
Hughs, Ina.  A Prayer for Children.  New York:  William Morrow, 1995. 
This is a wonderful book that reflects on the lives of children.  One story in particular “Betty Ann” will cause the average 
reader to stop in their tracks realizing that “sticks and stones only break bones but words can shatter the soul.” 
 
Jordan, James.  The Musician’s Soul.  Chicago:  GIA Publications, 1999. 
A masterful book that covers philosophically what it means to be a choral conductor.  This is my #1 choral conducting 
book.  If I could take 2 books to a deserted island, this would be one. 



 
Jordan, James.  The Musician’s Spirit.  Chicago:  GIA Publications, 2002. 
Jordan shares with readers how to take a personal journey to connect with their own stories.  These stories can then be 
used in rehearsal to aid in authentic music making. 
 
Jordan, James.  The Musician’s Walk.  Chicago:  GIA Publications, 2006. 
The last in what is considered a trilogy by Jordan, this book explores the concept spiritual music making through 
examining one’s philosophy.  This is a provocative read and is worthy of consideration. 
 
Kirvan, John.  Let Nothing Disturb You.  Notre Dame, Indiana: Ave Maria Press, 1996. 
This collection of prayers and focus thoughts collected from the writings of Teresa of Avila has the potential to have a 
profound impact on life and living. 
 
Larned, Marianne.  Stone Soup for the World.  New York:  Three Rivers Press, 2002. 
These stories share the significant impact that ONE person can make.  This is an inspirational read in helping teenagers 
realize their powerful importance in the world. 
 
Livingston, Gordon.  And Never Stop Dancing.  New York:  Marlowe & Company, 2006. 
This is a wise collection of thirty true things that everyone should know. 
 
Lucado, Max.  You Are Special.  Wheaton:  Crossway Books, 2002. 
Every child and adult should read this children’s book about becoming who you were called to be while ignoring the labels 
of others. 
 
Mussulman, Joseph A.  Dear People. . . Robert Shaw.  Chapel Hill:  Hinshaw Music, 1979. 
This book should be required reading for every serious choral conductor.  This is a valuable glimpse into the life of one of 
America’s most celebrated choral conductors. 
 
Noland, Rory.  The Heart of the Artist.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan Publishing, 1999. 
Christian artists and music directors will greatly benefit from studying this book.  It covers difficult topics like Servanthood 
versus Stardom, Jealousy and Envy, and managing your emotions.   
 
Palmer, Parker J.  The Courage to Teach.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass, 1998, 2007. 
Palmer lays out a brilliant philosophy of teaching and becoming an authentic educator.  Palmer’s over thirty years in 
education have developed a finely honed perspective on what it means to be an effective educator. 
 
Pausch, Randy.  The Last Lecture.  New York:  Hyperion, 2008. 
This book is full of life lessons from a man aware of his impending death. These lessons can be put to immediate use by 
young and old alike. 
 
Sanborn, Mark.  The Fred Factor.  Colorado Springs:  WaterBrook Press, 2002, 2004. 
This book bears out the importance of going above and beyond in every endeavor. 
 
Smiley, Tavis.  Never Mind Success . . . Go for Greatness!  Carlsbad, California: Smiley Books, 2006. 
Celebrities share the best advice they have ever received.   
 
Thornton, Brian.   Teacher Miracles.  Avon, Massachusetts:  Adams Media, 2007. 
Thornton shares true heartwarming stories that will inspire teachers. 
 
Tillman, Nancy.  On the Night You Were Born.  New York:  Feiwel & Friends, 2006. 
This children’s book focuses on the Psalm 139 truth that YOU are fearfully and wonderfully made!  A great read to share 
with young and old alike. 
 
Wooden, John. My Personal Best.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2004. 
Wooden shares his life story, his failures and successes in a way that will inspire educators.  Much of Wooden’s life 
lessons will speak to the youth of today. 

 


